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Inspired by the poetry of Chilean poet Pablo Neruda

Lyrics by the composer

Instrumentation

SATB, solo flute, and string quartet

Text
I hear your voice but your face can’t be seen
In waves you rush by, the caress of an invisible hand
I feel your pain and can only imagine why you cry
Your sorrow made manifest on the land

For something lost you search perhaps
For a lover your mournful cry
The tall pines below to your touch gently bend
They stand in silence and offer no reply

Both raging and calm, a whisper and cry
What’s lost you’re hoping to find?
A phantom that hopes to take physical form
But denied for time out of mind

Drawn by their sirens, it’s the pines that you seek
In wordless conversation you dance together as one
Your face I see on the waving trees and the joy of your song
In rapture you dance, only to be undone

But the song you both sing seems to end all too soon
And perhaps that is why the wind sighs
But to never be still and to search without end
I too like the wind only cry

Duration
6 minutes
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